as major reservoirs of biodiversity. From a biodiversity perspective, Conservation International, which pioneered the biodiversity hotspots (areas with concentrations of endangered species, particularly plants) was the first to recognize the importance of wilderness areas in conjunction with the hotspots, and there have been organizations that focus mainly on wilderness. Yet wilderness areas have never attained sufficient priority, perhaps because most have no legal designated status or protection and seem secure because they are so large. They are too easily chipped away at, much as all too often the first thoughts about where to put a new highway or transmission line are directed towrds unoccupied wild land. Habitat fragmentation is widespread: 70% of remaining forest is within 1 km of the forest's edge [9] .
The consequence is all too clear in the new global analysis by Watson and colleagues [3] . The time is overdue to change to a global environmental goal of biospheric stewardship including conservation and restoration. These need not necessarily be wild ecosystems devoid of people but could include ones thinly populated with people whose values are congruent with maintaining wild places and their biodiversity.
The time has come to flip our view from one in which nature's place is in isolated protected areas set in human dominated landscapes, to one in which human aspiration is embedded in nature. Of course, that is easier to do in some places than others, especially those with high populations and high population density. Yet, even in those places of high human density and impact on the natural landscapes more is possible than it might seem at first. For instance, restoring riparian vegetation makes sense from the perspectives of water quality and soil conservation, and simultaneously provides connections between isolated habitats. Likewise, sustainable cities that draw lightly on the natural resources of surrounding natural habitats are a key part of the solution. Yet, they must operate in ways that do not isolate people from the wonders of nature.
This scale of thinking and action need not be confined to terrestrial ecosystems. Setting aside the question of how to apply the concept of wilderness in the marine realm (a completely logical extension), clearly there is plenty of opportunity for further large protected areas like Papahanaumokuakea National Monument created by President Obama just weeks ago. Indeed, there is logic to treating all areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ), areas beyond the economic zone or other areas of national authority as a single global protected area. A major positive consequence is that most nations would benefit from improved fishery yields because so many straddling stocks are between ABNJ and the high seas.
There is room for quibbling as to what truly constitutes a wilderness area, especially as the fingerprints of human activity are by now ubiquitous. The sensible thing would be to sidestep such essentially semantic debates and simply recognize mostly natural large areasterrestrial and marine -as wilderness deserving of conservation attention at scale. Thoreau's vision is true today more than he ever might have imagined. Yes, in wildness is the future of the world.
Two groups have studied the loss of limbs in snake evolution by focusing on a long-distance cis-acting enhancer of Sonic Hedgehog. They find a progressive degeneration of binding sites for key transcription factors, mirroring the progressive limblessness occurring in these reptiles. 
